
 
  

 
Further enquiries and bookings 
can be made via: 
 
www.oxfordshireschoolscpd.org.uk 

 
T: 03300 249046 
E: OPLTraining@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

A Schools and Learning traded service 

Friday 8th July 2022 
9:00am – 3.30 pm 

(Arrival from 8:30am) 

Defence Academy of the 
UK, Shrivenham, Swindon 

SN6 8LA 
£150 (includes lunch) 

This session, aimed at 
school leaders and 

governors, as well as those 
responsible for supporting 

education across 
Oxfordshire, will enable 

attendees to consider the 
question: 

 

 "What more can I do in 
my role to further 

embed the intent of the 
Armed Forces Covenant 

so that our Service 
children thrive?” 

The Armed Forces Covenant is a promise by the nation that the Armed 
Forces Community should be treated fairly and face no disadvantage when 
accessing public and private services, with special provision made in 
appropriate cases for those who have sacrificed the most. This promise is 
expressed in the three principles of the Armed Forces Covenant.  
 
The three principles of the Armed Forces Covenant are set out in the Armed 
Forces Act 2006. These are the matters to which relevant public bodies must 
have regard and are as follows:  
 
1. The unique obligations of, and sacrifices made by, the armed forces;  
2. The principle that it is desirable to remove disadvantages arising for 
Service people from membership, or former membership, of the armed 
forces; and,  
3. The principle that special provision for Service people may be justified by 
the effects on such people of membership, or former membership, of the 
armed forces. 
 
The event aims to support all those providing and leading on the education 
of children of serving personnel, or veterans, to develop a deeper 
understanding of the life of a child with parents in the UK Armed Forces.  
 
There will be updates from a range of national speakers, some CPD on 
making the most of Service children’s voice and an opportunity to hear from 
the charity Never Such Innocence which is currently working in a number of 
Oxfordshire schools providing creative workshops.  

Understanding the needs of UK Armed 
Forces Service children Bookings are free of charge. 

 
Places are limited to two 
per school, with a senior 

leader and governor being 
recommended to attend 

 
Lunch will be provided 
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As an outcome of the day, attendees will be instrumental in helping us 
refresh the Oxfordshire’s Promise to Service children, first written in 2019 
and which enables individual providers and the Council to commit and 
contribute to the intent of the Armed Forces Covenant. 
 
The day is being facilitated by Matt Blyton, an independent adviser with a 
wealth of experience of supporting this unique and special group of 
children. He is a former primary Headteacher, worked for many years as a 
Local Authority adviser and was also a consultant for the MOD supporting 
schools overseas. At the event, Matt will also be launching some exciting 
initiatives that the Council’s Learning and School Improvement service will 
be running next academic year. 
 
Contributors: 
 

• Rachel Lad, Projects Manager of the National Service Children’s 
Progression (SCiP) Alliance 

• Steph Fawdry, Chair of the Service Children in State School’s 
National Executive (SCISS) 

• Education Officer from the MoD’s Armed Forces Families and 
Safeguarding team  

• Ali Stokes, Policy Advisor Education and Childcare (RAFFF) 

• Becky Lovell, Education & Childcare Policy Advisor (NFF) 

• Lady Lucy French (OBE) - Founder and Chief Executive of Never Such 
Innocence 

• Will Dalziel - Programmes and Engagement Manager of Never Such 
Innocence 

• MP Robert Courts (tbc)  

• Kim James, Head of Service Learning & School Improvement (OCC) 
 

 

 

Service pupils promise from 
Oxfordshire County Council 

 
Following on from our  last 
successful conference, we 

made a promise to the 
pupils from Service Families 

who attend Oxfordshire 
schools.  

 
We have collated their 

views of life in school as a 
pupil from a service 

background and we invite 
all schools to share a copy 

of Oxfordshire County 
Council’s ‘Promise’ with 

every Service family pupil. 

https://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/schoolsnews/2020/Service%20pupils%20promise%202020.pdf
https://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/schoolsnews/2020/Service%20pupils%20promise%202020.pdf

